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Le PCHR, basé dans la bande de Gaza, est une des organisations de défense des droits de l’Homme
palestiniennes les plus reconnues, grâce à un travail de récolte d’information de terrain inédit et la
publication de rapports de référence sur la situation dans la bande de Gaza principalement mais aussi dans
le reste de la Cisjordanie. Le PCHR publie son rapport annuel 2013 qui s’articule autour de deux chapitres :
le premier chapitre s’attache aux violations israéliennes des droits de l’Homme perpétrées dans le
Territoire palestinien occupé alors que le second chapitre enquête sur les violations des droits de l’Homme
perpétrées par l’Autorité palestinienne en Cisjordanie et dans la bande de Gaza. Le rapport est disponible
en Arabe pour le moment. Une version en Anglais sera prochainement publiée

On Tuesday, 25 March 2014, the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) announced the publication of
its 2013 Annual Report in the presence of decision-makers, politicians and representatives of civil society
and youth organizations. This report is the seventeenth of its kind as PCHR has published annual reports,
which review the human rights situation throughout the year, since 1997.

The ceremony was opened with a speech by Dr. Riad al-Zanoun, Chairman of PCHR’s Board of Directors. Dr.
al-Zanoun highlighted PCHR’s efforts to monitor and document violations of human rights. He stressed the
importance of joint work to promote respect for human rights in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt).

In his speech, Mr. Raji Sourani, Director of PCHR, reviewed some perspectives in the annual report
emphasizing that PCHR deals with Palestinian Territory as an occupied territory whether in the West Bank
or in the Gaza Strip because of the Israeli occupation’s effective control on the ground. He also stressed
that PCHR monitors Israeli violations of human rights as if the Palestinian Authority does not exist, and
deals with violations of human rights perpetrated by the Palestinian Authority as if the Israeli occupation
does not exist. Therefore, the annual report includes two sections : the first section addresses the Israeli
violations of human rights perpetrated in the oPt, and the second one reviews human rights violations
perpetrated by the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Sourani emphasized that 2013 was the worst year ever due to the Israeli crimes which went unpunished
and the world’s silence towards Israel’s closure of any door to justice in the face of the Palestinian victims,
including the pressure exerted on countries which adopts universal jurisdiction their laws in order to
immunize the Israeli war criminals from this jurisdiction as a number of countries, such as the United
Kingdom and Spain surrendered to such pressure. Sourani also talked about the ongoing closure imposed

http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/2014/PCHR%20Annual%20Report%202013%20Arabic.pdf


on the Gaza Strip and tightened in 2013 and discussed the division, which aggravated the consequences of
this closure on the Gaza Strip population. Sourani also addressed the detention conditions of the Palestinian
prisoners in the Israeli jails and the cruel treatment they are subjected to. He also reviewed the denial of
the Palestinians’ right of movement through hundreds of Israeli checkpoints established across the West
Bank, and the tightened closure on the Gaza Strip that turned it into a large prison under the unjustified
silence of the international community.

Sourani warned of attempts by the government in Gaza to impose a spcific ideology on the Gaza Strip
emphasizing that its attempts to enact a new Penal Code that would allow whipping and restrict freedoms
is very dangerous at both the political and legal levels. Sourani highlighted efforts exerted by the human
rights organizations to stop such attempts and other violations of rights and liberties through sending a
memorandum to the decision-makers in the Gaza government and Hamas last year, in addition to holding
meetings with a number of them and they reconfirmed their commitment to respect human rights and the
cultural diversity in the Gaza Strip. However, the presentation of such a law to be adopted in the second
reading completely undermines human rights.

The report was published and distributed in Arabic on CDs to the attendants of the ceremony. It will be soon
published in both Arabic and English. It will be widely disseminated at the local and international levels to
civil society groups, human rights organizations, official bodies, diplomatic missions, UN bodies, journalists
and media institutions.
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