
Date: < insert date >
By Fax: 972 2 9977 719
The Subcommittee for Objections
Civil Administration 

P.O. Box 16 

Bet El 90631

Dear Sir,
Subject: Objection against the two detailed master plans no. 1418 and 1419

We, the undersigned, present our objections against the two above-mentioned plans which were deposited on 12.9.2014 for public objections. 

<Add a paragraph about those submitting the petition: your name/s and organization (if relevant) and any additional objection to the text below that you might have to the plan.>  
The reasons for the objections are as follows: 

The two plans no. 1418 and 1419 aim to forcibly displace Bedouins Communities from their current place of residence.
1- It is clear from the documents accompanying the plans that plan no. (1418) has the capacity of up to 3,500 persons while plan no. (1419) has the capacity of up to 6,200 persons. The total number of residents for the two plans together is therefore 9,700 persons. The two plans do not specify who the proposed residents of plans are, only that in general they are “residents who live in the region” of Jericho. 
2- In fact, there is no Bedouin community of this size in the Jericho region. Some of the Bedouin residents in that region had two other plans prepared for them (1417/1 and 1417/2). These two plans, as is clear from their accompanying documents, relate to a residential community of up to 2,700 persons. 

3- Therefore, it is clear that the plans 1418 and 1419 are aimed at Bedouin residents who do not reside in the area. It is apparent that the basic aim of the plans is to move the Bedouin residents living in the area of the Maale Adumim Settlement and along Road no.1 away from these areas where they have been living for decades and resettle them within the plans. 
4- Forcing human beings to leave their place of residence is an extreme and harmful step. It is an established fact that many thousands of Bedouins who live in Area C suffer harsh living conditions. The best solution to the current humanitarian crisis must be to plan for these communities in their current location i.e. by preparing plans that allow those Bedouins to legally build their homes and be connected to vital infrastructure networks in their current location. Evicting residents is not permitted except where there is no alternative (for example, where residents are living close to a health hazard endangering their health or lives). Even in cases such as these, the eviction must take place through negotiations with the residents, with their genuine consent and certainly not through forcing them to leave. 

We should recall here the recommendations of the committee of Judge Goldberg which was appointed by the Government in order to come up with recommendations and solutions for the unrecognized Bedouin communities in the Negev. The committee recommended that utmost efforts must be exerted to plan for the Bedouins in their current location. We believe that this recommendation must also be applied the Bedouin residents of the West Bank too.    
The plans no. 1418 and 1419 do not respond to the needs of Bedouin communities
5- The two plans aim to evict thousands of Bedouin away from their place of residence against their will. Moreover, the plans do not meet the needs of the Bedouin residents, especially in light their cultural specificities and traditional lifestyles that distinguish them from other Palestinian residents in the West Bank. 
6- Most of the Bedouin in the West Bank are pastoralists and rely on herding for their livelihoods. Therefore, any plan purporting to find a solution for Bedouin communities must include large areas of grazing lands and must show in detail the grazing lands available for them to use. The two plans mention providing “a framework for continuing with agricultural activity in the area of sheep herding” but they do not present any actual plan or area for this. The two maps do not include any pasture lands, and it would be impossible to keep livestock within the plots themselves as they are too small. Each plot of land is approximately ½ a dunam (0.5 hectares) which is allocated to two families. In addition, the plots to do not include areas to build agricultural or livelihood buildings. 
7- In addition, the two plans ignore the cultural specificities of Bedouin communities, in terms of the social law and norms which are strictly adhered to in order to preserve and protect tribal well-being. The privacy of females, in particular, is a fundamental principle and is subject to stringent restrictions when they engage with non-immediate family members. In order to adhere to these social laws, a completely different type of plan is needed. 
8- There is no doubt that adequate planning of residential places must be conducted in close coordination and cooperation with the Bedouin residents in order to guarantee the distribution of the plots in a manner accepted by them and to prevent disputes which might erupt in cases where there are bad relations between families. Planning must also take into consideration the fact that the Bedouin residents come from various tribes and groups, each with its own characteristics.  It contravenes their social laws for tribes and groups to live together and disregards tribal disputes that exist. The two plans ignore this cultural feature by proposing housing various Bedouin tribes and groups in one place in close proximity with each other which will have extremely detrimental consequences for the communities and for society at large.

In light of the above, we submit our objection against the two maps no. 1418 and 1419 and we request that they are cancelled. 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………..
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